Ii8        PRESS  CONTROLLERS DREAD CHANGE

"the old type of editor would have shuddered* It was
R* D. Blumenfeld who invented for his employer
Pearson and Joe Chamberlain the slogan " Tariff Reform
means work for all/* He himself tells this with an
appearance of pride, and it seems that Chamberlain, to
his discredit, was pleased with it, though no intelligent
advocate of Protection with even a slight knowledge
of economics and conditions in Protectionist countries
could regard it as anything but humbug*

It had little power then, for the reason that it was
denounced as humbug by newspapers more numerous
than those by which it was adopted, and many of these
latter gave it only half-hearted support* But if the
popular Press were to be united, as can easily be imagined,
the interests of all the four national papers being identical,
almost any folly or crime could be forced on the nation*

No Jewish persecution could have been carried on in
Germany if newspapers had been free to discuss it*
Mussolini would not have used poison gas against
Abyssinians if even a few Italian journalists had been
allowed to urge the shame and vileness of that inhuman
act*

Indeed, it was only the ignorance of some British
newspapers and the cowardice of others that made the
Treaty of Versailles possible* Those which foolishly
assumed that conditions could be devised to crush the
German people; who adopted the view of Tie Times,
after the War ended, that " the cause of civilization was
identified with that of the Entente " ; who felt with the
weak and ill-informed Bonar Law that

" if Germany were to disappear under the sea,
Great Britain would be better off than before, because
German competition would be removed/'